I i o        REMINISCENCES OF WIXFIELD S. HANCOCK.
with the affair was purely military and official, and such personal interference as it was proper for him to undertake was all in the direction of a reprieve. To the Court that tried Mrs. Surratt belongs the odium, and the President, Secretary of War and Judge - Advocate- General may all be criticized for the part they took in carrying" out the decree of the commission.
On July 31, 1865, General Hancock's headquarters were removed to Baltimore, the Military Division having been discontinued and the Middle Military Department established. In a conversation with Mr. Stanton after the issuing of this order, he assigned as a reason for giving this command to General Hancock, that in his opinion the General was best adapted to restore confidence and a more kindly feeling among the majority of the citizens than then existed, as the Baltimoreans were in a chronic condition of exasperation against the North, and he believed General Hancock's administration, if managed as he knew it would be, would soon promote a better condition of affairs.
In this he was mistaken. Many civilities were extended by General Hancock to the Southern as well as to the loyal social element, but every overture was rejected.
One reason was assigned by a party of South-le for the death of Mrs. Surratt was absurd.   His connectionto General Hartranft, who was          and Me( >lellan, that his wound was not hea!ttt*j a^
